
TENTERDEN BOWLS CLUB 

Dear Cllr Smith, 
  
I write to update you on the current situation regarding the Bowls Club. 
  
You will recall that in January thieves crashed through the gates of the club and drove over the 
green causing severe rutting to the surface.  I am pleased to report that a new gate has been 
installed and after much care and attention the green is returned to a good condition and is 
playing well.  All repairs have come out of club funds.  Might I suggest that the construction of a 
concrete or brick flower bed in front of the new gates would prevent similar vandalism occurring. 
  
Despite the 'lockdown' due to the pandemic work on the maintenance of the green, its surrounds, 
the buildings and the irrigation system have continued with members attending either on their 
own or in two's or three's, safe distancing and taking all Government recommended precautions. 
Mainly that work has consisted of specialist green care, both of the clubs mowers required blade 
sharpening/maintenance, were sent off for this and were then locked down elsewhere due to the 
introduction of 'Pandemic' restrictions, luckily we were able to borrow a good quality mower until 
ours were repaired and returned. Other than that general mowing of the surround on a weekly 
basis, weeding and caring of plant/flower beds, re-felting of the equipment shed roof/ localised 
repair of felt to toilet block roof and excavating to expose a leak on the irrigation system pipework 
and specialist repair of same. 
  
The Bowls Club have followed 'Bowls England' guidance with regard to Government requirements 
concerning club activities and are pleased to notify you that limited play has re-commenced at the 
club.  We are playing singles matches only with a limit of a maximum 6 players using the green at 
any time, using alternate rinks so that safe distancing can be adhered to, with only the basic 
equipment used and this sanitised before and after use; regular washing of hands is also 
promoted. Only limited use of the clubhouse is allowed at present, with the changing rooms and 
equipment shed out of bounds. 
  
Terry Joint, our Competitions Secretary has arranged a programme of competitive matches and a 
mini league amongst ourselves to ensure those that want, are getting some games to play; a 
considerable number of our players have decided not to play at all this season, some not signing 
on either. We are not playing any matches against other clubs at all. 
  
As a consequence, our membership has dropped this season, which is very frustrating as we had 9 
new enquiries for membership before the season had even started and a good number since, but 
a large appeal of joining the club is meeting people, which under the current situation we are 
unable satisfy; we have just recently had 3 new members sign up and several of our previous 
members have re-joined.  Our current membership is 49. 
  
In turn, this has affected our income, with less signing on fees, no match fees or raffle income and 
no ability to hold fund raisers or tournaments.  We can only wait and hope that things improve as 
the season progresses; once more people can congregate together we shall organise fund raising 
events.  This is an area where a new clubhouse would be a great asset. 
  
Thank you for your interest. 
  
Phil Jeffrey - Committee Member, 
Tenterden Bowls Club. 


